
The Members of the Bureau of the Delegation for relations with Palestine
Martina Anderson, Marita Ulvskog and Margrete Auken

have issued the following Statement

The European Parliament Delegation for relations with Palestinecalls on the EU
Foreign Affairs and VP/HR Mogherini to take a clear position on Palestine

We are extremely concerned by the current deadly violence in East Jerusalem and the West
Bank as well as in Israel, which seems to get out of control. The confrontation is claiming
civilian lives on both sides, on a daily basis.

The whole world has witnessed the spiral of violence, in which many innocent Israelis and
Palestinians have been engulfed and from which they cannot escape.

The VP/HR Frederica Mogherini has called on Prime Minister Netanyahu and President
Mahmoud Abbas "to show leadership to promote calm, encourage restraint and avoid actions
which further fuel tensions".

We stress the need to remain focused on the core issue at stake: that the current Israeli
government has chosen occupation over peace and uses the pretence of negotiations as a
smokescreen to pursue rampant annexation of the Palestinian territories.

There can be no negotiation without a clear Israeli commitment to fully comply with the UN
Security Council Resolutions to withdraw from the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
including East Jerusalem and to   recognize the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
including their right to self-determination and return.

Time and again, and again and again, the EU has repeated to the Palestinians that, by
resorting diplomatic negotiations and peaceful means only, they would garner the support of
the international community to end the occupation. However, over the past two decades,
Israeli settlement activity has been going on and on, making the prospect of a negotiated
peace over a two State solution look more distant and unlikely by each passing day.

Unfulfilled promises and inaction on the part of the international community, including the
EU, in putting an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands, bear special responsibility in
the current spiral of violence. Despair and humiliation can only lead to violence and the
Palestinian people have lost hope in the promises of the international community. Their
freedom is long overdue.

We urge the HR/VP Mogherini to take concrete and urgent action against the pursuit of
Israeli settlements and their continued construction, including by the swift publication of the
EU Guidelines on Labelling, and to work towards a negotiated two-state solution, which is
the only way to bring lasting peace and security to both the Israeli and the Palestinian people.

We call on the HR/VP Mogherini and the Quartet to immediately travel to the region and to
meet with all relevant interlocutors, including representatives from the Palestinian Arab
community.


